In June 2009 Emmy – the treasurer of the Dutch NGO Piara that provides funding for Pesisir and her husband Hans,  came on a trip to Indonesia and made a visit to the Pesisir projects.

Here are a few of their impressions:
 

MAKASSAR

On our first day in Indonesia we met Fiah Kasim from the Pesisir team.  She is a great enthusiastic lady and took us to a book store where we helped her buy books for the street children of Bau Bau and also for some libraries on the islands.  We took the English teaching books in our suitcase, the others followed later.

 

BAU BAU

1. On our way from the airport, we made a stop at the English university.  We were taken on a tour and visited the library therein, which is currently well stocked with a great variety of books that have been predominantly sponsored by Piara. The university was recently upgraded, due in part to the fact that they have a substantial library.
2.  We visited the students from the bajau village of Sampela in Bau Bau.  Ella, Nella, Toni and Asludin stay at the "safe house".
It was Sunday so the students were free and we had some time to socialize with them. There was not so much for them (or anyone!) to do for recreation, as there is no television or internet in the house. Geert suggested it would be great if Hans spearheaded a carpentry project, together with Toni and Asludin, to make a table tennis table.   It was decided that a table that could be split into two smaller tables would be most beneficial to the house. There is currently no table in the house, even for eating purposes or homework.  Anyone staying at the house uses a mat on the floor.
While the men got busy with their exciting project, Emmy and Geert went to buy the long promised schoolbooks for Wakonti.  Kadir (from Wakonti) also joined them; he is the oldest of the children whom Piara is supporting.  He has proudly taken on the responsibility of looking out for the other school children in the project and makes sure they get school uniforms and shoes when necessary. He also gives them the transportation money we send every month. Kadir is studying economy at the University. Piara decided to sponsor his study because he is a great help with our projects and he also runs a library in his house.  Since a lot of low income parents cannot afford school books, it has been decided to keep the school books for every grade level in Kadir's library. Teachers now also utilize his library for their personal resources.
Cia and Fia are two girls from Wakonti who have just completed their intensive study in textile and design. They are very enthusiastic and wish to start a sewing business together.  We have decided to support them and buy them a sewing machine.
In Bau Bau we also met with Imin (Indonesian) and Mo (English), who help run the Indonesian NGO Pesisir which works together with the Dutch NGO Piara.  They got to know each other when they were both volunteers for Piara.  Last year they were happy to announce their marriage. Imin has become a dive instructor and is able to teach diving in  both English and in Indonesian. He has started a dive business in Bau Bau.
 

HOGA  ISLAND 
While on Hoga island, we are woken up early one morning by the noise of the school boat. Skipper Jurdin was busy bringing the children from Furake village (on Hoga) to school on the main island, Kaledupa.   The children are doing well in school.  Without the schoolboat that brings them to school they would never have gone to school. The children would most likely not have even been able to read or write.  We are very proud of Firman, the oldest of the children, who is a great example to the others, and is now attending senior high school.  Jili, Hendi and Gabing are also moving up the ladder and are going to junior high school.  On Sunday we witnessed the children from Furake cleaning the beach.
 

SAMPELA

In the sea nomade village of Sampela, we visited the school which was built by the three Dutch students last year.  We met with Pondang, who is the jolly skipper of the Sampela school boat. He told us that the school boat has become overcrowded and is unsafe at times, as there are an increasing number of children who want to utilize it to go to school. Last year there were 11 children going to school and now there are 28.

Pondang has great initiative and has also started a small library in his hut. He completed a welding course and would like to start a welding and repair business and also teach the other boys.  Until now the sea nomades have to bring their boats to the main islands for repair.
 

AMBEUA

In the village of Ambeua on Kaledupa, we visit the library in Dady's house.  Dady brings the books to the smaller libraries on the island.

While in Ambeua, we had a visit from the local authorities; they are impressed by what Piara has achieved over the years. 
We have a lot of interesting memories from our trip to Indonesia, especially all the ongoing beneficial projects.
